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Growing With Our Communities

On July 9, 2007 the Minister of Health & Long-Term
Care, the Honourable George Smitherman, announced
a $1.5 million Proposal Development Grant for Milton
District Hospital (MDH). The grant provides Halton
Healthcare Services (HHS) with the funding required to
initiate the planning for the much needed expansion
of MDH.

“This was tremendous news. It acknowledged the
growing needs of our Milton community — which has
been identified by Statistics Canada as the fastest
growing town in Canada,” notes John Oliver, HHS
President & CEO. “MDH was built to meet the needs
of a population of 32,000. With Milton’s current
population of approximately 65,000 — we must keep
up. It is definitely time to expand this hospital.”

Work has already begun on the detailed Ministry
submission which is expected to take approximately 6
to 12 months to complete.

Later this month, representatives from Halton
Healthcare Services and the Ministry of Health &
Long-Term Care will unveil the landmark sign that will
officially mark Dundas Street and Third Line as the
future home of the New Oakville Hospital. While work
has been progressing on the hospital plans for well
over a year, the large
double sided 8 x 16’
sign, which

signifies the official
transfer of land from
the Ontario Realty
Corporation to
Halton Healthcare
Services, will be the
most visible aspect
of the project until
construction begins
in 2010.

HHS is constantly
seeking approvals
and developing pro-
posals to expand or
enhance services and programs at its hospitals to meet
the growing needs of its communities. Some of the ini-
tiatives, such as replacing the front doors at
Georgetown Hospital with automatic doors, are much
smaller but just as meaningful as they will benefit every
person who enters that hospital.
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“It is very important for us to ensure that \ s,
we are constantly looking for opportunities \ :,

for improvement,” said Mr. Oliver.
“Whether it is acquiring the latest
technology, such as a digital
mammography machine, or expanding a
service when physically and feasibly
possible, we must always be prepared to
explore the opportunities and take the
appropriate action.”

Currently, HHS is working towards the
completion of a multi-million dollar invest-
ment in Diagnostic Imaging across all three
hospitals which has included the
installation of several pieces of

digital imaging equipment. The final piece
of this project — the installation of the
Picture Archiving and Communication
System (PACS) which will integrate the
three hospitals digitally and provide them
with state-of-the-art imaging capabilities -
is just beginning and is expected to be
completed in early 2008.

HHS will also be acquiring a CT Scanner for MDH
thanks to the success of the Milton District Hospital

52 CaRTH Foundation’s Capital
Fundraising
Campaign. The
installation of the CT
Scanner was made
possible through an
addition to the exist-
ing building as the
hospital has essentially
run out of room to
x¢ expand services.

At Oakville-Trafalgar
Memorial Hospital the
Intensive Care Unit
was expanded to
accommodate an
additional six beds,
and the Adult Mental Health Unit has been expanded
and relocated to the fifth floor. Finally, HHS is awaiting
approval to proceed with the long-awaited satellite
dialysis unit in Burlington.
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In addition to the more welcoming entrance at
Georgetown Hospital with the installation of automatic
front doors, improvements are planned for the triage
area in the Emergency Department to improve patient
confidentiality and security. Renovations are also
scheduled for the Gastro-Intestinal Procedure room and
Scope Wash-up room and an application for a CT
Scanner for Georgetown Hospital will soon be
submitted to the MOHLTC for approval.

“Some of the smaller capital projects are the ones that
have the greatest impact,” said Cindy McDonell, Chief
Operating Officer at Georgetown Hospital. “Projects
that improve the patient experience and the worklife
at our hospitals are essential to our day-to-day
operation. We encourage our staff, volunteers,
physicians and patients to make suggestions for
improvements that will make a difference.”

“We provide quality healthcare services to all those
who come through our doors,” concluded Mr. Oliver.
“While we are constantly being challenged to keep up
with the demand for services we take pride in the
services we provide and, thanks to a great team of
individuals at HHS, we are able to maximize our
resources to keep pace with the growth of our
communities.”
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